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Roofs 1 

Get ready! 
o Before you read the passage, 

talk about these questions. 

1 What cames ralflwaler off a roof? 

2 What IS the main struclutal 
support of a (oof called? 

Reading 

Wa'er !ha, enIeIs 
a bUIct1g lIYoug, Itle 

root can cause SW}"IfICa1 
dMlage. The roof frame, Itle 

roof deck, flSOJaOOl\ Md _ 
properly can aI be 00maged. 5eMlg 

as an effectIVe vapor barrier IS trus a 
rooI's mosI ~. oob 

Leaks often OCCU' near flashings that penetrate the 
roof membrane Inspect the seals at the k>callons 

frequently. Rain that flows 0Wf a dram's seal can also lead to 
problems. Orans shoUd be _ """"!1l.0 hancIe a heavy raflfal 

Md sI10uId be cleaned often AA "",eased "ope artUld Iha '"" CIir 

help avod pooIng of water n the area 
_, leaks also t;pocaJy OCCIX SI rool edges. such as along par."., 
walls an:! walks. Cuslcm-made C<lrTlJOOEWlIS can be nstaJled 10 seal a 
fool p&rmeler. Scuppers n parapets Md gutters along edges shoI..tl 
be cleaned reguIarty. Otherwise, watef IS lJ'\abIe to flow away from the 
root A properly nstaled grav~ stop can prevent gavellrom ~ 
gJIIers Md 0Iher draJlS, 
A roof rn.tSt protect a buIcfng aganst the flA vanety of elements 
expenenced ., Its dmale For e~. rools n cold chales need to 
Wlths'Md Iha weog,. of snow and be sloped sufficiently '0 r.rue. 
8CCUTUahon. 

Vocabulary 
9 Match .he w ords (1-8) with the definitions 

(A-H), 

1 gulter 5 vapor bamer 

8 Read the troubleshooting article on roofs. 2 parapet 6 roof membrane 
Then, choose the correct answers. 

1 AccordlOQ to the passage. what I. the most 
mportanl ,lOb 01 a roof? 

A preventing heat loss 

B stopping mOIsture leaks 

C _"9.he bwld"lj frame 

o wllhslandng lhe weight 01 elements 

2 Wtllch of the followng is NOT listed as a place 
where roof leaks occur? 

A a roof deck C a drain's seal 

B a parapet wall 0 a flashing 

3 How can a roof penmeter be protected from 
water leaks? 

A ~reasngtheroof ~ope 

8 lflCteasng the width 01 drains 

C InspeclllQ flashing seals 

0 Inslal ng custom components 

3 roof deck 7 scupper 

4 flash'rlQ 8 gravel SlOP 

A an openeng In a wan that allows water to aan 
oH of a roof 

B a layer of roofing matenaJ In between the 
structll'al parts and nsulalng or waterproofng 
layers 

C 

0 

E 

F 

G 

H 

a 1'001 component used 10 seal (oof edges 
where the roof covenng IS nterrupted 

a piece of metal placed al the edge of a roof 
to prevent gravel from faUIIlg off 

a part 01 a bullchng's edge. such as a wal, thaJ: 
extends above the rool 

a layer of rubber Of bttumen placed typiC81y 
over a flat roof 10 prevent water leakage 

a channel at the edge of a roof that collects 
ralrlwatet and cames It away 

a malenalthal prevents moisture from 
enteMg a wan, roof. or IIoor 



Roofs 2 

mansard roof 

• • • • 
ROOFING SPECIALIST 

With over Iwentyw flv8 years of 
expenence ., the rooflOQ Industry. I 
have the skills 10 make VOlX rooflOQ 
prOJElCI a success. I can wor1< With yoo 
10 deSIgn and buitd the roof of any 
structure. Need proof? Check out my 
wor1< around town. 

My crew II'lStaJIed the low slope roof 
on the new Super Save store. The 
9ambrel roofs of the Anderson and 
Mayfleld farms 8t8 my work And I led 
the leam bUIlding the mansard roof for 
the City lJvng apartment complex.. 

can bLid and deSlgl a rool with rrUl.pIe 
eklmenlS. It could have eye-catd'wlg 
gables or slopes that JOI1 at hips A 
smpIe shed roof can have a rake Of be 
designed with decoratrve eaves to 
enhance appearance BeSIdes looks. I 
also fistal ftrIChonal roofs. Even a flat 
roof wiI have an eHeclNB slope for 
water dranage 

Addl11onaOy. I specialize n the repair of 
eXisting roofs. A regular attic Inspection 
to cheCk lor damage 10 rafters and 
purlins IS always a good Idea My crew 
and 1 lay and repaJf vanous types of 
shingles Including shakes IIOOr918SS 
asphalt. and slate We also check roof 
vents for leaks and proper ft.nCboflll'lg 

Come to Truman RoollI"IQ for a 'ree 
consullatl()(l about your tOOlng d&5lgn. 
IOStallatlOO. or rep8Jr needs. 
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Get ready! 
o Before you read the passage, 

talk about these questions. 

1 What are some different types 
of roof? 

2 What type of roof has a parapet? 

Reading 
8 Read the ad for a roof specialist. Then, mark the 

following statements as true (T) or false (F). 

1 The roofer des"gned mansard roofs fOf fannhouses. 

2 Decorative eaves can be added to shed roofs. 

3 The roofer can repa!( damaged shakes. 

Vocabulary 
e Malch Ihe words (1-7) with the definitions (A-G). 

1 shake 4 mansard 7 rake 

2 gambtel 5 low slope roof 

J shed 6 purlrn 

A a km of roof that has one s-lgle slope 

B the sloped edge of a roof next to the first or last rafter 

C a rool that has a 'Very small slope to allow lor water dralflage 

o a type of wooden shingle made from spill logs 

E a roof With two slopes on each of each SIdes. wtoch fOIOS 
together III hips at the buik1mg comers 

F a honzontal structural member that connects two roof rahers 

G a symmetrICal two-SIded root With two slopes on each side 

o Read the sentence and choose the correct word. 

1 The column Sticking out of the roof IS a pIPIng vent I gable 

2 The slopes of this mansard roof tQln 10 a(n) eave J hip at the 
tll.llidlng corner 

3 This flat roof I rafter has a very smaU Slope for water 
drainage 

4 The eave I shingle hangs over the waH for water to run oH 

5 The rafters I vents supporting this gambfel roof are at two 
angles 

6 A shed roof does not form a tnangle-shaped rake I gable 

7 Use asphalt shingles I portins to cover Itvs roof 


