
Stairs 

'Nhen constructflg a flight of stairs, the fist 
step IS to nstaIl the stringer that wiI ~ 
the stai'case. DIfferent ki1ds of stmgers can be 
used for stais made of wood. steel, or concrete 
Next, detMTlrl8 the correct runber of risers and 
treads Divde the vertical distance from one floor to 
the next by the desired ri .... height The r.sUI will be 
the runber of nse<s needed. The runber of treads is 
determined by dMOOg the honzontal distance by the 
desred tread depth. A nosing can extend each tread to 
prowle for a secue foothok1 The going of each step 
shoold be easiy covered n a SIngle step. Also, ",mer~ 
that landings roost be placed to QvIde a long st..-case nto 
smaDer sections. 
A hanci"aiI is an illx:Jrtant safety featll'e of every starcase_ You 
may need to nstall a specaJ balustrade to a decOfatIV8 set of 
stairs. Frs!, nstall a newel at oach end to Sl.IJI)Ort the balustrade 
1l'en, nstall the baluster COUms and place the banister rai on top. 
last, ~ there IS a floor beneath 11, the $pandr.t o.ndemaath the 
stallcase can be used for storage or some other functm. OtherwISe, It 
can be ctosed off. 

Get ready! 
o Before you read the passage, talk 

about these questions. 

1 What are some parts of a staircase? 

2 What does a person hold when walking down 
staffs? 

Reading 
e Match the words (1-8) with the definitions 

(A-H). 
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8 Read the instructions on installing stairs. 
Then, choose the correct answers. 

1 What is the fW's! step to construcmg a fhght of 
Slats? 

A Install the stnnger 

B IIlslall the balustrade 

C ensure the tread IS safe 

o divide the vertICal distance by the nser helQht 

2 How can tread depth be IOCr8asecf? 

A add a IlOSIng C II1staD 1arQ8f newels 

B reduce the gong 0 nsert landngs 

3 Which 01 the loIlowng IS NOT part of a 
balustrade? 

A baluster C newel 

B spandrel o barllster 
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strnger 5 baluster 

9""'9 6 landing 

tread 7 banister 

stairs 8 nser 

a short column used as part 01 a gr~ 10 
support a rail on the SIde of a slalfcase 

the vertICal part of a step 

the distance from the edge of a nosng 10 the 
edge of OOSIng In plan VIew 

steps that connect two floors In a bUlldng 

the handrail of a staircase 

the slrucllXat part of a strurcase that supports 
the risers and treads 

a platform at the bottom. al the top. or n 
between sets 01 star's 

the honzontal part of a step 
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Masonry 

UHDL 

Whether you want a decorative brick wall or a 
camplete bnck buildng, I am the mason for you. 
I have over 20 years of masonry expenence My 
recent wOfk IflCludes: 

leading the installatIOn of the extenor bearing 
waif at the Two Oaks Shoppong Center 

deslQning and installing numerous curtain 
waifs In the FBlr Meadows hou"'ng pmject 

Installng a complex multiwythe cavity wall 
at the Jefferson Govamment Bwlding 

With my expenence, I can recommend the right 
desIQn for your needs. For example, do you need 
room for draInage bUt stIli want a brick wait? A 
single wythe veneer wall wIth aIrspace backing 
IS fight for you. 

rye used every type 01 masonry unit. Including 
bnck, concrete, and limestone. I can make the 
perfect mortar rrnx for any material 10 guarantee a 
strOflQ. 10000-lived wall. I am afso fam~1Bt with uSIng 
grout to embed steel (enforcement Ir1 a wall. 

I would be happy to VI",t your building Me for a 
free consultation. Please call me at (79n 555-2356 
or emall sue@g,ablemasonrycam. 

Get ready! 
e Before you read the passage, talk about 

these questions. 

1 What matena/ does a mason work with? 

2 What connects bOcks n a brick wall? 

Reading 
8 Read the ad for a mason. Then, mark the 

following statements as true (T) or false (F~ 

1 _ The mason recently completed a slflgle 
wythe veneer wall 

2 

3 

The mason mixes her own mortar 

Grout IS used to embed bnck into a wall. 

Vocabulary 
E) Match the words (1-6) with the definitions 

(A-F). 

1 _ caVIty wall 

2 ~ngle wythe 

3 _ beanng wall 

4 _ veneer 

5 _ curta.n wal 

6 _ multlWY1he 

A a wall with a Ihlckness 01 one bk>ck 

8 a wall that bears a wetght down 10 a 
foundallOfl strucUxe 

C a wall with a thickness of two Of more bled. 

o a wall that has one masonry layer backed by 
an airspace 

E a wall that IS non-structural and only serves 10 
keep out the weather 

F a wall that has two skns made Irom bock Of 

concrete separated by a hollow space 

o Fill in the blanks with the correct words 
and phrases from the word bank. 

WOrd 
masonry unit 

mason 
r 

grout 

1 Use a special ____ 10 embed the ret. 

10 this wall 

2 The construction company IS twJng a new 

3 Use standard 
together 

4 ThIs concrete 

10 jOfrlthe bricks 

5 Involves the use of many matenals 
other lhan bncks and cement 


