
2 

Insulation 

Type(s) of Insulation 
_ spray polyurethane foam 

_ glass wool blanket 

_ insulating concrete form 

~ natural fibet' 

.x. rigid panel 

..!.. loose fill 

Tl1ts insulation order IS IQ( a two--floor wood 
frame house I1 has a crawl space and an attlC_ 

r- Order Summary---------- .. 
This protect Irwotves the complete replacement of 
nsulation in an oIdEM' house. Frst. any asbestos "SUlatlOn 
that IS found m.JSt be carelulty removed. Then we can 
begr1 to nstal the new nsulabon. The owner would like to 
use natural fibef' insulation. We have ordered rigid panels 
made of wool and bound With polyester for this ,lOb. \'VooI 
has the Ijghest R·yalue of any natural flber It IS also an 
effectrve vapor retarder, so it is appropriate for the 
exterior walls. It has been treated With fre and insect 
retardants. There shoukj be sufficient batts on SIte already 
to cover the entire building envelope. Shouki there be a 
shortage, contact the office and we'" deliver more. 

The batts of wool panels will not fit .,to small spaces. 
especially ., the atllc and crawl space. For these areas, 
there IS a supply of loose fin made from grar'KJlaled cork at 
the )Ob 5I1e. ~ 

~ ____________________ J 

ready! 
o Before you read the passage, talk about 

these questions. 

1 What IS one natural matenal that can be used 
for InsulatlOll? 

2 'What IS the name tor a sectDl of panelnsliabon? 

Reading 
8 Read the work order for insulation 

installation. Then, mark the following 
statements as true (T) or false (F). 

1 _ Polyester has the highest R-value of any 
natural flbef 

2 _ The wool panels have already been 
dehvered to the house 

3 _ The company WI" use Iflsu/alng concrete 
loam where batts WIll not Ill. 

\ 

Vocabulary 
e Match the words (1-6) with the definitions 

(A-F). 

1 vapex retarder 4 loose ,. 

2 ocllldlOg envelope 5 ngod panel 

3 glass woo blanket 6 A-value 

A a kind of bulldng nsulahon made It om fibrous 
matenals or plastIC foam, often sok1 n sectKB 

B a ralng of an flsulahon material's effectIVeness 

C a type 01 flSUlatlOf1 that does not have a sold 
form and therefore can be blown or sprayed 
IOto smaM spaces 

0 a pieCe of fiberglass IlsulallOl1 that IS sold 11 a 
ContlOlK)tJS roll 

E a matenallhat reSists penetration by moISI",e 
placed 111 bulldlll9 walls. floors. and ceilngs 

F the part 01 the bu.ldmg that separates the 

IOSIde 'rom the outSIde. IflClucfng waits. doors. 
and WlfIdows 

o Fill in the blanks with the correct words 
and phrases from the word bank. 

WOrd 
spray polyurethane foam batt 

asbeslos 
insulating concrete form 

1 ThIS house uses cotton as a(n) ___ _ 
nsulator 

2 We put on B(n) ____ that remaned 

alter construction to serve as insulatIOn. 

3 My that you fro on tilts old 
house will have to be removed 

4 Nn) of ng1d panel inSUlatIOn W 
fit well In thas wall cavity 

5 What ktnd of WIll you use to 
keep heal I'lSlde the building" 

6 expands 10 Idl all the spaces ., 
a wall 


